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friendship commenced. But tlie true meaning of that
vision was not then perceived by any one, though it- be
now evident to the least skilful.

From that night forth, the natural functions of my
body began to be vexed and impeded, for I was given
up wholly to thinking of this most gracious creature :
whereby in short space I became so weak and so reduced
that it was irksome to many of my friends to look upon
me; while others, being moved by spite, went about
to discover what it was my wish should be concealed.
Wherefore I (perceiving the drift of their unkindly
questions), by Love's will, who directed me according
to the counsels of reason, told them how it was Love
himself who had thus dealt with me : and I said so,
because the thing was so plainly to be discerned in my
countenance that there was no longer any means of
concealing it. But when they went on to ask, ' And by
whose help hath Love done^ this ? ' I looked in their
faces smiling, and spake no word in return.

Now it fell on a day, that this most gracious creature
was sitting where words were to be heard of the Queen
of Glory ; * and I was in a place whence mine eyes could
behold their beatitude : and betwixt her and me, in
a direct line, there sat another lady of a pleasant favour ;
who looked round at me many times, marvelling at my
continued gaze which seemed to have her for its object.
And many perceived that she thus looked; so that
departing thence, I heard it whispered after me, ' Look
you to what a pass such a lady hath brought him ; ' and
in saying this they named her who had been midway
between the most gentle Beatrice and mine eyes. There-
fore I was reassured, and knew that for that day my
secret had not become manifest. Then immediately it
came into my mind that I might make use of this lady
as a screen to the truth : and so well did I play my part
that the most of those who had hitherto watched and
wondered at me, now imagined they had found me out.
By her means I kept my secret concealed till some years
were gone over ; and for my better security, I even

1 i. e. in a church.